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HINTS TO MINISTEKS. 


Mr. Eviror—in perusing the “ Chris- 
tan Observer” lately, 1 met with an article 
which is designed to expose Certain errours 
mthe manner of preaching the gospel ; an: 
asthese errours prevail no less amongst us 
fepecially in the Baptist denomination) 
than in England, I cannot but desire that 
the article above mentioned, may obtain 
place in the Star.. You may find it in vol, 
Mii. p. 620, et seg, It is my design to se- 
lect further hints on the same subject, as 
lar as my opportunities may admit. 
‘THEOPHILUS. 
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There is a subject somewhat connected 
with a right view of the Morai Law, to 
which I conceive the attention of your rea- 
ders may be advantageously drawn ; I mean, 
ahigh and disproportionate kind of doctria- 
il sentiment, sometimes to be met with, 
which appears to me to err, not so much by 
wy broad and positive departure from es- 
ential truth, as by a partial and intempe- 
mate exhibition of it. It wants the hoiy 
meckness, the just proportion, the wise use 
Bviich the Scriptures uniformly inculcate, 
and in union with which the doctrines of the 
guspel ought ever to be exhibited. I would 
villingly avoid the use of obnoxious terms ; 
but I hardly know how better to describe 
a single expression, the system of opin- 
ms I have in view, than by calling it, a 
crude Calvinistic theology. It cannot be 
cnsidered as either euthusiastic or antino- 
uian, in the stronger sense of those words, 
but it partakes, I fear, not inconsiderably, 
{beth these evils, It is sometimes found 
tobe adopted hy persons, I most sincerely 
believe, of fervent and exemplary piety— 
men whom we cannot but love, and whom 
We should strive to imitate ; but it more 
commonly infects the minds of the young, 
the ardent, and the inexperienced ; honest 
perhaps in the main, but greedy of novelty, 
fish in decision, and eager in maintaining 
What they have once asserted. It is indeed 
€ deep conviction that all errour is un- 
y, and will surely, though perhaps insen- 
my, Operate to the injury of the Whris- 
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b Rank, tan’s faith, and ohedience, and joy, that has 
extensive 2890 termined me to address you on the suib- 
; and Medicinesam Ft. I will not, however, dissembje the 
tuffs, Paints, &caim fificulty 1 feel in attempting it. Lo expose 
. Hig * faults of persons whom I believe for tie 

ympounded ¥ MOS part to be truly pious, is dangerous to 
; ‘Mes own mind. It is not easy to. do it in 

py of Swain’ t spirit of meekness. It isnot easy wholl, 

the gen ae Avoid the errours which lie on the oppo-} 


Me side. It is not easy to conduct yourself, 
Mat others may acknowledge and feel, that 
war tmotives are really upright. It is not 
Py tO preserve your intentions uncontami- 
uved with what is wrong. 1 think there is 
rely a worse temper of mind than that 
pa can dwell with pleasure on the in- 
Sites and mistak€$ Ot our brethren. At 
sesame time we rely, permitted to 

© with modesty and figieness, what we 
macewe to be a departure from the sim- 
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oung Ch from adopting views, 
| ach, however plausible they may appear, 
wi infallibly lead him from the purity and 
ility of the faith of Christ. 
Phe sentiments which I,am about to de- 
hed impute to no individual, nor any nuffi- 
Of individuals, in their full extent. A 
5 'Cy tothem in very different degrees, 
possibly exist, where the consequences 
“Whole system are little suspected: 
ly state what I conceive to be plain 
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our days, and to provoke the Almighty to 
withdraw from us the light of his counte- 
rearepe than the high and unmeasured doc- 
‘rinal sentiments to which I allude; and 
the spirit and conduct with which they are 
too generally combined. Such sentiments 
and views, “will eat as doth a canker.” 
And it is the duty of every sober-minded 
Christian to enter his protest against the 
adoption and propagation of them. 

The chief errours of this crude system, 
appear to me to be these. 1. A dispropor- 
tronate statement of the doctrines of elec- 
tion, predestination, and the decrees of God. 
2. The inculcation of the atonement and 
righteousness of Christ, to the exclusion of 
almost every other topic. 3. The omitting 
directly to address the ungodly, and to call 
them to faith and repentance. 4. An ex- 
cessive endeavour to produce comfort in the 
ninds of those who are considered as sin- 
cere Christians. 5. A merely slight and 
general explication of the duties of obedi- 
ence. 5. An. unscriptural and highly dan- 
gcrous view of the doctrine of final perse 
verance. 7. An unsound and fanciful me- 
thod of interpreting the Holy Scriptures, 
8 Acensorious and positive temperin press- 
ig their sentiments on others, and in con- 
emming those who decline to receive 
them. 

1. The first point, then, is a disfropor- 
tionate statement of the doctrines of election, 
hredestination, and the decrees of God.—~To 
the cautious and scriptural statements of 
these mysterious truths, | make no objec- 
tion. I endeavour to do this myself on alli 
occasions which appear to me suitabie. I 
am persuaded they tend greatly to promote 
our joy, and love, and thankfulness, and obe- 
dience. But Icanconceive few things more 
dangerous than the excessive and some what 
iyreverent mauner in which they are occa- 
sionally treated. ] have sometimes heard 
language on these awful subjects, not only 
divested of ali that deep humility which 
should mark every statement relating .o 
thein, but accompanied with a positiveness, 
and what appeared to me arrogance, which 
reilly made me tremble. In the Holy 
Scriptures | see these doctrines stated oc- 
casionally only, and briefly, to churches es- 
tablished in the faith, as the Ephesian, Co- 
lossian, and Thessalonian, or im the due and 
natural course of an argumentative exposi- 
tion of the truth, as in the Epistle to the 
Romans. And I observe, that such doctrine 
is in every case brought forward, not in an 
abstract metaphysical way, but for some 
directly holy purpose. The general course 
of scriptural instructiop does not proceed on 
the basis of these awful and mysterious 
truths, but on the plain and intelligibie 
round of God’s revealed wiil to man, as a 
fallen indeed, but rational and accountable, 
creature. I apprehend, that for one. verse 
referring to the secret decrees of God, there 
are an hundred which stand on the broad 
foundation of man’s responsibility and duty. 
When, therefore, I listen to sermons or con- 
versations which perpetually insist on these 
points, familiarly adopt terms of very dubi- 
ous meaning, and proceed throughout, not 
gn the revealed wili of God, but on his in- 
scrutible purposes, 1 must be permitted to 


tae right way, as at variance with the ex- 
ample, and opposed to the simplicity, of the 
inerring oracles of truth ; and 1 must beg 
leave to inform all who may be but super- 
ficially acquainted with these subjects, that 
the great vody of pious mimsters aud Chris- 
tians in the church, ail i beheve ajso among 
the Dissenters, do most decidedly disap- 
»rove of such an injucigious mode of instruc- 
tion, and are desirous of doing all they 
sroperly can ‘0 discountcnance it, both. by 
cae declaration of thei sentiments, and by 
their own practice. 

2. The second topic is, the inculcation of 
the doctrines of the atonement and righteous- 
ness of Christ, to the exclusion of almost 
every other topic—To “ know nothing but 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified,” was the 

le’s determination, as it must be ours. 

But the apostie’s own conduct unquestiona- 
bly shows that he comprehended in that 
brief definition a vast variety of topics sub- 
servient to his main design. And I conceive, 
we very inadequately fulfil the purport of 
the apostle’s expression, if we content our- 
selves with a perpetual display of one or 
two points in the comprehensive doctrine 
of the Cross, to the neglect or exclusion of 
those numerous imtroductory or subordinate 
truths which are absolutely necessary toa 
just exposition, a clear understanding, and 
a profitable application of the whole sub- 
ject. I know I ought to speak with caution, 
with peculiar? caution, on this branch of our 
inquiry. ‘The distinguishing character of 
our ministry, should be the doctrine of 
“ reconciliation.” No other points should 
so introduced, as to afford room to any 
considerate hearer to complain, that “* Christ 
crucified” is not:the prominent figure on the 
couvuss. But I cannot for a moment doubt 
that it is our bounden duty to insist, also, on 
truths which are 
in order to prepare the heart for 

receiving anh the doctrine of “ Christ 
crucified ;” and which serve to trace that 
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consider such a course as a defiection from’ 


doctrine of repentance and conversion to 
God ; the influences of the Holy Spirit ; the 
necessity of regeneration; the effects of 
faith in purifying the heart-dnd overesming 
the world > the propertiés of gratitude, love, 
joy, and peace ; the nature of prayer and 
communion with God ; together with a va- 
riety of similar’ points, are essential, though 
subordinate, parts of that pregnant expres- 
sion, “Jesus Christ and him érucified ;” 
and are, like the shades or the grouping of 
the figures in a painting, absolutely neces- 
sary to the illustration of the main subject 
of the piece. In fact, it has often appeared 
to me, (for I cannot be silent where I con- 
ceive truth to be cuncerned,) that a per- 
petual and somewhat wearisome: repetition 
of a few topics, conveyed. chiefly in certain 
current, but not very perspicuous, phrases, 
is a very inadequate way of giving instruc- 
tion even on the exclusive points which are 
thus insisted on. The method pursued in 
the apostolic writings, is that to which I 
would ever adhere. There I observe sifr- 
plicity and grandeur united in exhibiting 
the doctrine of a Saviour. There I see no 
unmeaning repetitions, no declamatory ef- 
forts ; but the great and mysterious subject 
is unfolded in all its bearings ; is accompa- 
nied with pressing exhertations to obedi- 
ence ; is relieved by all thost numerous 
topics with which it stands connected ; is 
placed in its just light, and guarded against 
the misapprehensions of the ignorant and 
licentions. When I compare with this me- 
thod, the jejune theology of which I now 
complain, I do not for an instant doubt 
which is best calenlated to inform the un- 
derstanding, and to sway the héart. 
(To be continued.) 


(Inserted by. request.) 


THE PRACTICAL USES OF THE ORDINANCE 
OF BAPTISM, 


Extracts from a Gireular Letter of the North- 
amptonshire (Mngland) Baptist Association, 
written by Dr. Andrew Fuller, in 1802. 
That Christian baptism is properly ad- 

ministered only by immersion, and to those 
who make a credible profession -ef faith im 
Christ, it is no part of our pr€sent design to 
prove. Addressing ourselves to you, we 
shall take each of these particulars for 
granted. The sole object to which we now 
request your attention is, the influence of 
this ordinance, (where it produces its pro- 
per effects) in promoting piety in individu- 
als, and purity mm the charch. 

There is no part of true religion that is 
merely speculative: the whole is designed 
and adapted to sanctify the soul. We may 
presume, therefore, that if baptism be an 
ordinance of God, and of perpetual obliga- 
tion in the church, it is of importance to 
Christian practice. 

But it is not on presumptive evidence 
that we wish to rest the improvement of 
this institution, any more than the institu- 
tion itself: neither shall we go about to con- 
nect with it acknowledged duties by ima- 
ginary alliances ; but shall confine ourselves 
to those uses ef the ordinance which are 
actually made, or suggested in the New 
Testament. We could address many things 
to parents, and things of importance too, 
on bringing up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord: we could also 
urge it upon the children of believers, that 
they were cast upon the Lord from their 
earliest infancy : but as we find nothing of 
this kind in the scriptures,.connecied with 
baptism, however important these things 
would be in their place, they would be alto- 
gether irrelevant while treating on this or- 
dinance. 

Baptism is a Divine institution pertaining 
to the kingdom of the Messiah, or the gos- 
pel dispensation. John received it “ from 
heaven,” and administered it to the Jews, 
who, on his proclaiming that “‘ the kingdom 
of heaven was at hand,” confessed their 
sins. Jesus gave sanction to it by his ex- 
ample ; and, after his resurrection, when all 
power in heaven and earth was committed 
to him, confirmed, and extended it to be- 
lievers of all nations. Whatever circum~- 
stantial differences there might be, therefore, 
between the baptism of John and that of 
Christ, they were substantially the same. 
There were thiags in former ages which 
bore a resemblance to it; as, the salvation 
of Noah and his family in the ark, the pas- 
sage of the Israelites through the sea, di- 
vers washings or bathings prescribed by the 
Mosaic ritual, &e. but the thiingi tself exist- | 
ed not, till it was revealed to the immediate 
forerunner of Christ. name 

The principal design of it appears to be, 
a solemn and pfrractical fro 
Christian religion. Such was the baptism 
of John, who “ said unto the ale, that 
they should believe on him who come 
after him ; that is, on Christ Jesus.” And 
such was that in the times of the apostle: 
Paul, addvessing himself to.the church 
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| professed the Jewish religion, that by a so- 
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lemn act of their own they had, as it were, 
put off Moses, and put on Christ. Phere 


is 2 putting on of Christ whictr is duternal, {due to our sins5 bat survived whe 


and consists in relinquishing the former 
lusts, and being of the mind of Christ ;* but 
that which is referred to appears to be an 
open /rofession of his name, to the renounc- 
ing of every thing that stood in competition 
with him. It was therefore true of “as 
many as had been baptized,” whether they 
abode in the trath or not. And even their 
being “the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus,” seems to express what they 
were in profession, rather than what they 
were in fact. They had by their baptism 
disowned all dependance on the privileges 
of birth, and the adoption which pertained 
to them as the children of Abraham ; de- 
clared their acquiescence in that power, or 
privilege, to become the sons of God, which 
the gospel imparts to them that believe. 
lhe mention of this was perfectly in point, 
as it greatly heightened the evil of their 
defection. The amount is, Zhat as many 
as were baptized in the primitive ages were 
voluntary agents, and submitted to this or- 
nance for the fiurfrose of making u solemn 
and firactical frrofession of the Christian 
faith, It was their oath of allegiance to the 
King of Zion; that by which they avowed 
the Lord to be their God. Hence a rejec- 
tion of it involved “ a rejection of the coun- 
sel of God.”¢ The sin of the pharisees and 
] wyers consisted not in their refusing to 
submit to baptism as unbelievers ; but in 
embracing the Messiah, and so putting on 
the badge of his profession. Their rejec- 
tion of rr sign was justly construed as a 
rejection of the thing signified ; as when a 
rebel refuses to take the oath of allegiance, 
Ye 1s construed as a refusal of submission 
and subjection to his rightful prince. 

Such, brethren, is the profession we have 
made. We have not only declared in words, 
our repentance towards’ God, and faith tor 
wards our Lord Jesus Clirist; but have 
said the same things by our baptism. We 
have solemnly surrendered ourselves up to 
Christ, taking him to be our prophet, priest, 
and king ; engagins ta reccive hig dectein 
tn rety on his ytonement, and to obey his 
laws. The vows of God are uponus, We 
have ewen sworn to keep his righteous 
judgments ; aud, without violating the oath 
of God, cannot go back. If it be a sin not 
to confess the Lord Jesus, through fear or 
shame, it isa still greater sin after we have 
confessed him, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment. ; ; 

The religion of Jesus consists partly of 
truths to be believed, and partly of frecepits 
to be obeyed; and the ordinance of bap- 
tism furnishes motives for a faithful adhe- 
rence to both. 

Wehave been baptized “in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit ;” and have thus practically avowed 
our belief in them. It was at Jordan that 
the Father bore witness to his well-beloved 
Son, and that the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him; hither, therefore, in the early 
ages, men were directed to repair, that they 
might learn the doctrine of the trinity. If 
we relinquish this doctrine, we virtually re- 
linguish our baptism.. Of this there need 
not be a more convincing proof than the in- 
clination which has been discovered by 
those who have renounced the doctrine, to 
disuse the form of baptizing in the name of 
the Sacred Three. 

We have also professed by our baptism 
to embrace that great salvation which is 
accomplished by the united influence of the 
Sacred Three. We have in effect declared 
our acquiescence in the freeness of the Fa- 
ther’s grace, in the all-sufficient atonement 
of the Son, and in the sanctifying influence 
of the Holy Spirit: for these are the prin- 
cipal things by which, in the New Testa- 
ment account of the economy of grace, each 
is distinguished. Norcan we renounce them, 
without virtually renouncing our baptism. 

The immersion of the body in water, 
which is a purifying element, contains a 
profession of our faith in Christ, through the 
shedding of whose blood we are cleansed 
from all sin. Hence, baptism in the name 
of Christ is said to be “ for the remission of 
sins.”{ Not that there is any such virtue 
in the element, whatever be the quantity ; 
nor in the ceremony, though of Divine > 
pointment: but it contains a sign of th 
way in which we must be saved. Sin is 
washed away in baptism in the same sense 
as Christ’s flesh is eaten, and his blood 
drank, in the Lord’s supper ; the sign, when 

ightly used, leads to the thing signifed. 
Remission of sin is ascribed, by Peter, not 
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vived its trial, and those who were in it 
were at length b safe toland. . Christ 
also for a time sustained the of wrath 
“sean crial,. ris- 
ing triumphantly from the dead, and there. 
by saved us from everlasting death. Of 
this great transaction baptism isa ike Agure. 
It is another sign of the same thing. The 
resemblance of baptism by immersion to 
the death and resurrection of Christ, and 
the suitableness of one to signify our faith 
in the other, are manifest. It is thus that 
baptism doth now save us: not as putting 
away the filth of the flesh ; (for all the vir- 
tue contained in the ordinance itself is “ the 
answer of a good conscience toward God”) 
but as affording a sign of our salvation by 
the victorious resurrection. of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

And as we are taught, by our baptism to 
adhere to the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
so we are furnished with motives to adorn 
it by a holy conversation. Thus it is in- 
troduced in the epistles to the Romans and 
Colossians as a sign of our being dead, and 
buried, to the principles and pursuits of the 
present world; and, by faith in Christ, 
raised as into a new world.* ‘The deata of 
Christ is emphatically mentioned as: that 
into which we are baptized—** Know ye not, 
that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death ? 
Therefore, we are buried with him by ba 
tism into death; that like as Christ died, 
and was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also Should 
walk in newness of life,” Christ’s dying 
for sin afforded a most powerful motive for 
our dying ¢o it; and the immersion of the 
body in baptism. being “ in the likeness” of 
the former, furnishes an additional motive to 
the latter. 


The leading idea suggested by a death 
and burial seems to be that. of sefaration 
from the world. There is no greater line of 
separation than that which is drawn be- 
tween the dead and the liting. The dead 
kn@@ not any thing; and have no portion 
in Ft that is done under the sun. Such is 
the'line which is drawn by the fajth-pf tae 
newed and the world depraved ; of which, 
baptism is the appointed sign. If, after 
this, we are found among evil doers, we may 
well be considered and shunned as a kind of 
apparitions, which have no proper r 
in the 

The apostle applied this reasoning against 
a conformity to abrogated ceremonies, “If. 
ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments 
of the world, why, as though living in the 
world, are ye subject to ordinances}?” The 
same reasoning is applicable to other things, . 
If we be dead with Christ, why, as though 
living, are we subject to the lusts of 
flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of 
life, which are of the world ? Why are any 
of us conformed to this world; and not 
rather transformed by the renewing of our 
minds? If we be dead, and our life be hid 
with Christ inGod ; why are not our affec- 
tions set on things above, and not on things 
on the earth? We cannot but express our 
concern, that persons professing godliness 
should be carried away by the course of this 
world, as many are; meanly imitating the 
ungodly ; whose conduct they ought rather 
to reprove. Such imitation, so far as it 
operates, contains a- virtual renunciation” of 
our baptism. The ideas of baptism anda 
separation from the world, whether con- 
nected by us or not, are strongly associated 
in the minds of men in general. After this, 
we cannot unite with them in evil, with 
drawing upon ourselves their most poi 
censures. They may labour to uce us 
for the sake of comforting themselves ; and 


while accomplishing their pepe may 
suppress their private thoughts of us, 
even compliment us for our jibera lity ; 
if we comply, their pretended esteem 
be turned into reproach, Nor ought we 
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serve us from temptation. If any think 
otherwise, and feel ugeasy that they cannot 
act like other men, without drawi 


themselves the censures of mankind, it is 

dark sign that their hearts are not night 

the sight of Gad.., te 
Nor is this ordinance adapted merely 





parate between believers and unbelieve: 
inutividually considered: its design is also 
to draw a line of distinction between the 
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